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Bangl adesh
officials recently visited China, marking a
significant milestone in the country's
diplomatic efforts. During a press
conference, the former minister emphasized
the importance of the trip, which took place
from July 8th to July 10th at the invitation of
the Chinese Premier. The visit strengthened
bilateral ties, elevating the relationship
between Bangladesh and China to a
comprehensive strategic cooperative
partnership. Several bilateral agreements
were signed, covering policy exchange,
economy, trade, investment, the digital
economy, inspection and quarantine,
healthcare, education, and media. This
reflects the longstanding relationship
between Bangladesh and Asian countries, not
only in the economic field but also in
traditional aspects.

The former minister highlighted the potential
for enhanced aperation in research,
education, ICT, technology, and culture to
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Go v elevel me nfurtbes the vigion gf tbuildinga strong alies

between the two Nationuring the visit,
Bangladesh secured significant economic
assistance from China, including a $2 billion
package compnsg loans, grants, cash, and
project aid. This support will focus on
infrastructure development in southern
Bangladesh, particularly around the Payra
port, under the Southern Bangladesh
Development Initiative (SIDI).

Recently, the Chinese Ambassador to
Bargladesh met with the former Foreign
Minister to discuss the outcomes of the Righ
level officials' visit. The former Foreign
Minister expressed gratitude for the warm
hospitality extended to the Bangladeshi
delegation and stressed the importance of
strengtlening peopldgo-people contacts,
especially with the upcoming 50th
anniversary of diplomatic relations between
the two countries. Cultural exchanges,
including performances by Chinese acrobatic
and gymnastics troupes, were suggested to
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enhance the celebrans. The former Foreign
Minister also reaffrmed Bangladesh's
commitment to the "One China Principle”
and highlighted China's role as a key
development partner. He called for increased
Chinese investment in  Bangladesh,
particularly in the governmeitevebped
Special Economic Zones, and proposed
constructing a second tunnel under the
Karnaphuli River in Chattogram to ease
transportation. Additionally, the issue of
Rohingya refugees was raised, seeking
China's support for their repatriation to
Myanmar. TheChinese Ambassador assured
that China would continue to facilitate this
process.

On July 9, 2024, Bangladesh and China
signed 21 Memoranda of Understanding
(MoUs), including the renewal of two
previous agreements. These MoUs cover a
wide range of areas, including investment
cooperation in the digital economy, banking
and insurance refation, trade and
investment, and public health. Notably,
China agreed to provide Bangladesh with $1
billion in cash assistance.

Key agreements include:

01. Strengthening investment cooperation in
the digital economy.

02. Banking and insurance regulation
cooperation between the China National
Financial Regulatory Administration
(NFRA) and Bangladesh Bank.

03. Phytosanitary requirements for exporting
fresh mangoes from Bangladesh to China.

04. Economic development policy exchange
and cooperation.

JLATT-BIAT 32 BTG ST 9516 gF XAt
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05. Tradeand investment cooperation.

06.  Strengthening
cooperation.

digital economy

07. Feasibility study discussions for the
Chinaaid National Emergency Operation
Centre in Bangladesh Project.

08. Renovation of the sixth Bangladesh
China Friendship Bridge.

09. Fesibility study for the Chinaided
Nateshwar Archaeological Site Park.

10. Ninth Bangladeshina Friendship
Bridge Project.

11. Medical
cooperation.

care and public health

12. Strengthening infrastructure cooperation.

13. Cooperation on green and loatbon
development.

14. Provision of hydrological information on
the Yaluzangbu/Brahmaputra River during
the flood season.

15. Media cooperation between the National
Radio and Television Administration and
Bangladesh's Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting

16. Cooperation between China Media Group
(CMG) and Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
(BSS).

17. Cooperation between CMG and BTV.

18. Agreements between Xinhua News
Agency and BSS and BTV.

19. Renewal of MoUs between the Ministries
of Education of both coun#s.
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20. Publieprivate partnership for sustainable
infrastructure development.

21. The MoU Regarding Publierivate
Partnership for Sustainable Infrastructure
Development.

The seven announced projects are:

1 Conclusion of the Joint Feasibility
Study onthe ChinaBangladesh Free
Trade Agreement.

1 Negotiations to optimize the China
Bangladesh Bilateral Investment
Treaty.

1 Completion of the Modernization of
Telecommunication Networks for
Digital Connectivity project.

1 Completion of the trial run of the
Single Point Mooring with Double
Pipe Line project.

1 Startup of the Rajshahi WASA
Surface Water Treatment Plant.

1 Signing of the MoU between
Shandong Agricultural University
and Gazipur Agricultural University.

1 Announcement of the construction of
the LubarwWorkshop in Bangladesh.

JILAT-B1TAT 32 BTGB SHIGIHIERT 936 gSiAt
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The visit also announced seven new projects
aimed at strengthening the bilateral
relationship, including the completion of the
ChinaBangladesh Free Trade Agreement's
joint feasibility study and the modernization
of telecommunicatios networks for digital
connectivity. The visit by highevel officials

to China marks a significant milestone in the
evolving partnership between the two
nations, promising to bring substantial

benefits to Bangladesh's economic growth
and development.

Abdullah Al Bary Voban

PhD candidate, Nanjing University of
Information Science and Technology, China.

Vice-president, BCYSA
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Venture back in time to the dawn of a golden
era, when the vast expanse of the Eurasian
continent was woven together by a network
of trade routes known as the Silk Road. This
was not merely a path @fommerce but a
living, breathing testament to the profound
interconnectedness of cultures, beliefs, and
ideas that spanned continents.

Imagine a world where camels trudged
through barren deserts, their backs laden with
bolts of shimmering silk, their hoose

echoing across the endless sands. These

precious fabrics, spun from the finest threads
of China, were destined for the courts of

Persia, Rome, and beyond, where they would
grace the bodies of emperors and queens,
becoming symbols of wealth, power, and

elegance.

But the Silk Road was more than just a
conduit for luxury goods. It was a highway of
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ideas, where Buddhist monks journeyed from
India to China, carrying the seeds of
enlightenment that would blossom into a
vibrant religious tradition. Merchants fro
Central Asia brought spices, gems, and exotic
fruits, while Chinese artisans exchanged their
craftsmanship for the latest in technological
advancements from the West.

Along this ancient path, cultures melded and
flourished. In bustling marketplaces, the
sounds of Arabic, Persian, Greek, and
Chinese mingled, creating a polyphony of
languages that echoed the diversity of
humanity. Merchants and travelers alike
shared stories of their homelands, their gods,
and their dreams, forging bonds of friendship
and wnderstanding that transcended borders
and differences.
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One such story tells of a young merchant
named Zhang Huan, who set out from the
bustling metropolis of Chang'an (now Xi'an)
with a caravan of silk and porcelain, his heart
filled with both excitementind trepidation.
As he journeyed through the towering
mountains of the Pamirs and the scorching
deserts of Central Asia, Zhang Huan
encountered people of all walks of Bfe
nomadic tribesmen, wise scholars, and even
a group of traveling monks who regaledhi
with tales of the Buddha's teachings.

Through these encounters, Zhang Huan
profoundly appreciated the rich tapestry of
human experience. He returned home with
not just a fortune in trade goods but also a
treasure trove of knowledge and stories that
would enrich the cultural landscape of China
for centuries to come.

The Silk Road, therefore, stands as a
testament to the indomitable human spirit and
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the power of exchange. It reminds us that the
bonds of culture, commerce, and humanity
remain strong and unéakable in a world that
can often seem divided. And though the
physical routes of the Silk Road may have
faded with time, the legacy of understanding
and cooperation they fostered lives on,
inspiring generations to embrace the beauty
of diversity and the q@ential for global
harmony.

=

Dr. KM SUSMI

Mastersin Internal Medicine

Southern Medical University, Guangzhou,
China
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Guangzhou Memories

At the invitation of my good friend Suspii places in Guangzhou together. On the first

traveled to Guangzhou. Susmi is going back day, we visited the Canton Tower, a towering

to her home country this year for personal structure that stands 330 meters tall, slender
reasons, and she wanted to see her old friends and ovalshaped. Of course, a trip to
before she | eft. We 6 v&u almeggezrh ofur iweonudl sd nfédr bsei Xxc ¢
years, so | was really excited about this trip.  indulgingin the local cuisine.

After an eighthour train ide, | arrived in
'9 . ! ved | On the second day, we went to the

Guangzhou. When | first saw her, | noticed .
A GHangzhou Zoo, where | saamimals,| had
she hadndt oOcthiasyaregdndmu c . :

. never seen in person before, like elephants
beautiful as ever. ,

and giraffes. Brother Maomao, perhaps

Joining us on this trip was Maomao, whom  stressed from his studies, remarked, "Look
we affectionately call "Brother Maomao" how peaceful and comfortable Heeanimals
from Sout hern Medi cal areUindeedk when weyreflecHan tosr ovann

interestirg character, too. We explored many lives, we might realize how busy we are,
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constantly hustling and bustling through this
crowded world. Where is our path home? |
asked
future lay.

Sus mi , and she

For the three of yswe are all medical
students. But who among us can maintain our

A4 EONa

We dined at a famous Western restaurant in
Guangzhou, which was both affordable and
delicobus.6\We atk a lotw amexly gratedul tdn e r
have met Susmi during my undergraduate
year s. I donodt have
each one is very important.

many

passion for medicine after so many years of (Liu Cheng)
study? | posed this question to Brother Masterds in Oncology
Ma o ma o, and he coul dnodt be sure &either.

Time flies, six years passed in a flash. The
onceenthusiastic youns aspiring to careers
in medicine have begun to calm down and
take a clear look at the real world. Before we
knew it, it was time to leave.

JILAT-BITAT 3 BTGB SN aFf6 Bt

Central South University

Changsha, Hunan, China
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