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China has one of the largest and most
complex railway systems in the world. For
newcomers, the biggest confusion is often
train numbers — what does a train
number mean, and how can you tell what

type of train it is just by looking at it?

", Here we will discuss
train variations in
China step by step,

focusing on how to

identify trains by

their numbers, using an example like 1236.

Step 1: Know Who Operates the Trains

All passenger trains in China are operated

under China Railway.

While different train models and services
exist,

the numbering system follows

national rules, making it possible to

understand a train’s type before boarding.

Understand Why Train Numbers Matter

Every passenger train in China has:

e A letter prefix (sometimes)

e A number (usually 14 digits)
Example:

o GI1236

o K45

e 1236 (no letter)

The letter (or lack of one) is the most

important clue — it tells you:
e Speed category
e Train type
e Service level

e Ticket price range

QY
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Trains With NO Letter

If a train number looks like 1236, with no
letter in front, it belongs to the regular

conventional train category.
Characteristics:
e Older rolling stock

e Slower speeds (usually 100-120
km/h)

e More stops
e Cheaper tickets

e Often used for short or regional

routes
These trains are common in:
e Rural areas
e Secondary cities
e Night or long-distance budget travel
K-Series Trains (K123, K45)

e K stands for “Kuai” (), meaning

fast — though by modern standards,

they are still relatively slow.

4

T —— —— " ——
e e P g e .

e Characteristics:
e Faster than number-only trains
e Max speed around 120 km/h

e Sleeper and hard-seat coaches are

common
e Very popular for overnight travel
e Example: K1236
T-Series Trains (T98, T123)
T stands for “Te Kuai” (4F{X), meaning
special fast. Z-Series Trains (Z15, Z123)

Z stands for “Zhi Da” (H3iA), meaning

direct.
Characteristics:
e Very few stops
e [ong-distance routes
e Often overnight sleeper trains

o Focused on speed and efficiency

rather than luxury.

Almas Farhan Arnob
Executive member (media)
Associates Member

Nanjing University of
" Information Science and
Il Technology
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Stepping Into China’s High-Tech
World:
I first arrived in China in 2013 at

Beijing Airport. I remember stepping
out of the plane, my heart racing with
excitement and nervousness. The
airport was alive with movement—
people rushing by, announcements in
a language I barely understood, and
bright digital screens flashing
information in Chinese and English.
For a moment, I felt small and lost in
this enormous, unfamiliar world, far
away from home. Yet, amid the
confusion, there was a spark of

wonder—I had arrived in a country

W

that seemed to be moving at lightning
speed into the digital age.

Traveling  from  Beijing to
Zhangjiakou City, 1 watched the
scenery change outside the train
windows, my mind full of questions:
Would I make friends? Could I adapt
to this new life? However, I was also
how

amazed  at seamlessly

technology was integrated into
everyday life: trains ran on time,
tickets were scanned with a simple
QR code, and information was
always readily available. Every small
convenience reminded me that I had
entered a world very different from

what [ had known.
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reached Hebei North
University, my emotions surged
again—excitement mixed  with

apprehension. Walking through the

campus, | saw students using
smartphones for almost everything:
checking schedules, paying for meals,
and even accessing library resources.
It was overwhelming at first, but also
inspiring. I remember feeling a deep
sense of gratitude and humility; here
I was, far from home, in a country
where the future of technology was
already a part of daily life. I also felt
a quiet loneliness, missing my family
and the familiar comfort of home, but
slowly, I began to embrace this new
environment.

More than a decade later, in 2025, 1
returned to China—this time to
Chengdu City—to embark on a new
chapter of my academic career.
Enrolling in a Master’s program at
the University of Electronic Science
and Technology of China (UESTC),
I found myself immersed in a vastly
transformed, high-tech China. The
rapid advancements in technology,
smart and

campuses, digital

)

innovation reflected not only the
country’s progress but also my own
evolution as a learner and
professional. From Zhangjiakou to
Chengdu, from my first steps as a
student to pursuing advanced studies,
this journey represents a powerful
bridge between past experiences and
future ambitions.

From Cash to Code:

My Experience with Digital
Payments in China

When 1 first arrived in China, I
carried my wallet full of cash and
cards, feeling prepared for anything.
Little did 1T know, my first week
would teach me that this old habit
was almost useless here. 1 quickly
realized that almost everyone I met
didn’t reach for cash—they reached
for their phones.

The first time I saw a QR code
payment was at a small street food
stall. The vendor smiled and pointed
to a colorful square on her phone, and
I stared blankly, unsure of what to do.
She patiently explained that I could
scan the code with WeChat Pay or

Alipay, the two giants of digital

QBT YL BCCB ST A0 2Bl



bit—was | ready to trust a stranger
with my money through a tiny app?
I opened WeChat, pointed my
camera at the code, and tapped “Pay.”
Just like that, my dumplings were
paid for. No cash exchanged hands. I
was stunned. It felt like magic—safe,
instant, and incredibly convenient.
Over the next few days, I watched as
locals used QR codes everywhere: at
cafes, street vendors, and even for
paying utility bills. Phones became
wallets, and codes replaced coins. By
the end of my trip, I found myself
longing for the ease of digital

payments even when I returned home.

Addressing Language Barriers:

Challenges and Digital Solutions

When I first came to China to pursue
my studies, the language barrier
became one of the most emotional

and difficult challenges of my life. I

Vo

could not read Chinese menus, and
the shopkeepers did not understand
English. Many times, I stood silently,
pointing at pictures or items, afraid of
choosing the wrong food or being
misunderstood. It made me feel
helpless and lonely.

There was a moment when I realized
how powerful digital solutions could
be. [ started using translation apps on
my phone, which allowed me to
translate menu items by scanning text
and communicate with shopkeepers
using voice translation. Slowly, this
small digital tool gave me confidence.
Each successful conversation, no
matter how simple, felt like a small
victory. These digital solutions are
not just tools—they are emotional
bridges that help overcome fear and
connect with a new culture.
Adventures, Freedom, and
Exploration

In 2014, visiting the Ming Dynasty
Great Wall near Zhangjiakou was
one of the most powerful experiences
of my life. As I walked along the
ancient stone steps, worn smooth by

time, 1 felt a deep connection with
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with real-time directions, ensuring a
smooth ride. That night, we lost track
of time, enjoying ourselves until 2:30
a.m. Even as my roommate and I rode
back to school in the middle of the

night, we felt safe. China’s smart city

systems, with security cameras
everywhere, gave us immense
confidence.

After coming to UESTC on October

2, 2025, I went on a trip to Mount
Qingcheng ( & 3 L ) with my
husband, my child, and some of my
friends. The mountain was extremely
beautiful, surrounded by lush green
forests, winding rivers, and many
stone steps leading up to a temple.
All around, there were only green
hills and mountains, which
completely fascinated my heart. My
child enjoyed the trip very much and
had a wonderful time.

I Witnessed a Cross-Cultural
Marriage

The most historical moment for me
after returning to China was my

younger brother’s marriage to a

Chinese girl. My younger brother

0

first came to Chongqing in 2013 for

his bachelor’s program, where he
started a relationship with a Chinese
girl. After a long 12-year relationship,
in 2025, we completed their pre-
wedding photoshoot in Chengdu.

After arriving in Chengdu, we began
preparing for their wedding. We went
to a Chinese market and bought a
gown for the bride. We also took the
bride to a mosque so she could
convert to Islam; she recited the
Kalima and took the Muslim name
We then went to the

Jannat.

marriage registration office to
officially register their marriage and
enjoyed a big feast together.

For their wedding photos, we hired
an agency for 3,000 RMB. The
funniest part was when they dressed
my brother in traditional Chinese
clothing, applied makeup, and
transformed him to look Chinese.
Unlike weddings in Bangladesh,
weddings in China are much more
elaborate, involving many rituals,

photoshoots, and traditions.

QBT YL BCCB ST A0 2Bl



N %'.'%‘bvercoming Challenges: A

Journey of Personal Growth

Language was the biggest barrier at
the beginning. Simple tasks like
shopping or asking for directions felt
stressful. However, instead of giving
up, I slowly learned to face these
challenges with patience. I started
learning basic Chinese words and
made Chinese friends who helped me
practice. My best friend, in particular,
gave me an hour every day and taught
me Chinese characters by hand. The
most fun part was that whenever |
made mistakes, she would give me a
playful “punishment,” which actually
helped me learn better. Each

challenge made me stronger, more

confident, and more self-reliant.

Creating a Connected World
Through Technology

Living in China has shown me how
digital development can open up a
world of opportunities. What once
felt challenging—navigating a new
city or communicating in a different
language—has become easier with

digital tools like Gaode Maps and

O

W A SR S (T

Youdao Translator. Technology has
also connected me with new friends
and allowed me to experience the
warmth and generosity of the

Chinese people.

I am especially thankful to my
husband, who encouraged me to
share my experiences. Moving
forward, I hope to continue learning
from China’s technological
advancements and contribute to a
digitally connected world where
everyone can feel welcome, no

matter where they come from.

i

Nusrat Jahan

University of Electronic Science and
Technology of China (UESTC) School of
Public Administration, UESTC,
Qingshuihe Campus, Chengdu, Sichuan,
611731, China
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Photo Gallery

BCYSA Winter Lens 2026 Photo Contest Winner: Best
Photos

Picture credit: Fahim Faisal Mukhar

Link: https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Dvdy9SXaZ/
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: Mohammad Aman

Picture credit

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/16Cz12 AvrN/

Link
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Picture credit: Fahim Faisal Mukhar

Link: https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Dvdy9SXaZ/
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Picture credit: Ayman Shuvro

Link: https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1KZ3mpr9D3/
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Picture credit: Almas Farhan Arnob

Link: https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DbCLg7]JoG/
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Picture credit: Nusrat Tabassum

Link: https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AwayV7A2S/
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info@bcysa.org
S!S RSN ¢ATe e Feee

https://www.bcysa.org/magazines

Bt frw, e, fdey @2 B ¢ AT F=E e (ot fofen weee :

FE (2

www.facebook.com/bcysaofficial

(T2 &

www.facebook.com/group/bcysa.cn

ifae Tice fofen F:

www.bcysa.org

57

IETCAI-BIT 3FL BT SR GG AT



