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Unforgettable One Week in Bangladesh

Hello, dear readers! My name is Duan Wel, a
Chinese girl having a graduate education at
Yunnan University. During the winter holiday in
2020, | had a good time with my dear friend
Nuzhat Farhana along with her family and
relatives in Bangladesh for one week |
sincerely thank her for accompanying me and
creating gorgeous memories during my
lifetime.Before introducing my one-week
experience in Bangladesh, it is of necessity to
introducethe actualsocial background, which |
haveexactly experienced in China in recent
years. In light of China's global influences of
theeconomy economy and soft power
projections, Chinese language has been
promoted worldwide. Given the increasing
prominence of China’'s Belt and Road Initiative,
an increasing number of South Asian students
come to China for learning Chinese. Starting
fromm the year 2015, with the cooperative
relations between China and Bangladesh, numerous Bangladeshi students have come to
Yunnan University to receive higher education in China. It is in the context of social
interactions that | have the chance to make friends with Bangladeshi students and get to
know Bangladeshi culture. With the passion for seeing the world and enthusiasm to
experience the socio-cultural life of Bangladesh in person, | landed in Dhaka, the capitall
of Bangladesh, and started to immerse myself in the colorful cultural life.

In the next paragraphs, | would like to write down the personal happy and relaxing
experiences engaged with diversified cultural practices and warmth.

| was lucky enough to attend two Bangladeshi weddings over the past week. | was invited
to the wedding of Nazim, 'Who is' unnecessary one of my best friends studying Chinese
at Yunnan University. It was precious memory for me to enjoy the international friend's
crucial moments with a different culture. At the wedding, Nazim was admired by the
guests for his fluent Chinese. It was interesting that | was treated like a foreign star as
some unknown little girls came to take photos with me.
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| was invited to another wedding during my
visit to the port city of Noroyangom With the
kindness and hospitality of Farhana and her
family, | got the chance to appreciate the
traditionally special wedding attire and
immerse in a special cultural atmosphere.

A photo with Farhana and the brides

| ' was impressed by Ban Elodeshl arts and
crafts in Bibi Productions, Aarong, and Jatra.
The founder of Bibi Produc’uons Shop, Bibi
Russell as a female entrepreneur, is
committed to preserving Bangladesh's
heritage, empowering women, and
ergdicgt]ng poverty by collecting works of | captured the happiness between the bride and bridegroom
rural artisans and redesigning products in

natural fabric. | fully ~appreciate her

significant contribution to the Bangladeshi

society.

The fashion designing in  Aarong also
attracted me. When having a look at the
silver earrings collection in Aarong, | could not
move my body an inchl It was a joyful
shopping experience for me to buy Aarong's

| £ ;i . cultural products. The Jatra shop gave me a
e =Y (i sense of softness and ecological balance for
_ designing cultural products with natural

\ el e, % materials.  Besides, the concept of
°.'¢.' e | promoting Bangladesh as the country of

'_'_,_3- K tigers is advocated by EMK center and artist

I= 250 R Nazir Hossain. He depicts the Bengal Tiger as

o a remarkable asset of Bangladesh in his

i . artworks through the representations of

B 1 ; | national animals with elements of different

i/ ' Bangla folk and mythology. | was lucky to
| | meet him and enjoy his painting practiced in
jute bags, jewelry, and accessories. The
pictures of Bangladeshi arts are shown in
the following four figures.

A photo with Farhana and the bride
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Jatra Birot -
i Farhand Otnd earring pairs

A seffie Wit ductions @

from Bioi Pro

Crafts bought in Jatra (Handmade notebook and
carrying bag designed by recycled materials and
unique jewelry)

A photo with Nazir Hossain (behind are his painting
in jute bags and pendants)

Domestic designing of Jatra (what a soft space with
ecological designs associated with Bengali featuresl)
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Regarding the language aspect  of
Bangladesh, although its multi-ethnic culture
has created the diversity and complexity of
languages, Bangla language remains as the
official  language under  governmental
legislation. In Bangladeshi history, the Bangla
Language Movement is considered as a
national pride for advocating it as a national
symbol against the Urdu language under the
Dominion of Pakistan. | admire the courage
and power of Bangladeshi people to fight for
linguistic rights. Now Bangla language s
widely used in different fields of society. For
me, without any linguistic knowledge of
Bangla language, it was hard @ to
communicate with the majority of people. In
daily communication, except a few spoken
expressions in Bangla such as “my name b,
iS---/hOW are you/l’m ﬂne/ beautiful” | WOSJUSt Homemade main dishes (Rice cakes, Rice with Lentil,

able to use bOdy Iongque to express mysehc Biriyani, fried Hilsa fish, Beef curry and spicy specialties)

in funny ways. As for foreign languages,
English has permeated in government
affairs and medium of education. Due to
British  colonization and continuous
globalization, English is reshaped as a
valuable language with dominant values in
cross-cultural communications, job
applications, and educational development.
Living in Bangladesh sometimes, English
saved me in talking to those who can
understand English. As | mentioned in the
beginning, under China’'s Belt and Road
Initiative, the Chinese language has been
promoted in South Asian countries. Chinese
language now in Bangladesh has learned by
many of Bangladeshi people in the
Confucius Institutes at Dhaka University and
North South University, as well as CR]

Bangladeshi snacks and desserts (Fuchka, Chatpati ] .
Mishty, Vermicelli with milk, Milk tea) classroom and Chinese language training

schools. | expect to use Chinese to
communicate  with  more  Bangladeshi

people in the future.
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| visited Dhaka University, one of the best
public universities for receiving higher
education in Bangladesh. Walking on the
campus, | could be easily influenced by the
profound learning atmosphere. l've seen
students gathering in small groups talking
passionately with each other. Even though |
could not understand what they were
discussing, | could realize the warmth among
them from students’ friendly and active
gestures. | could also identify their respect
for knowledge and positive attitudes
towards learning based on the hot
discussions and careful studies holding
books. Looking up inadvertently, the
advertising  balloon  and  remarkable
R i herms . ) designing of the academic building caught
racting items in Dhaka University (“accounting week

2020" written in balloon and ornamental designing of my eyes, as shown in the next ﬂgure.
MBA building)

When it comes to the cultural heritage, Panam city and Folk Art Museum attracted me
for the historical charm and cultural exhibition.

Along the Branmaputra River and Shitalakkha River, | could see many decorated boats
and river-based lifestyles and rice factories. The landscapes were totally different from
the noisy city, which aroused my heart's inner peace and calm.

Beautifully cultural landscapes along with
the rivers. The image of over-populated
country with serious traffic jams and severe
stratification made a deep impression on
me when | first landed in herel Whenever |
exposed myself to public streets, the
streams of crowds, and vehicles took the
initiative to occupy my sights. The sounds of
car horns, rickshaw bells and CNG Auto-rickshaw
horns kept buzzing and echoing in my brains.
In such a densely-populated city, a feeling of
nervousness and panic was evoked. | was
also told to take care of my bags for the

Panam City
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frequent occurrences of snatching and stealing. It was hard to position myself walking
down the street alone in the evenings, similar to the routine life in China. It is really a city
that needs patience, tolerance and protection for

both local citizens, and newcomers.

— = TN e =

Some cultural exhibitions in the museum

In addition of, the impression about street scenes, | was informed of social stratification
from visible observations in terms of various attributes such as property, gender ,and
religious affiliation. There is no intention to write an academic paper about analyzing
social facts in Bangladesh. However, | would like to mention more about the gender
aspects. As a female, it is natural to notice the social roles of women in different
societies. In Bangladesh, | noticed the lack of women's participation in the streets doing
business. Bangladeshi women are arranged to be in charge of household affairs.
Although women in modern times gradually have gained more social mobility and social
roles beyond domestic sphere, men are still positioned as privileged and advantaged
since they are allocated with greater access to education and employment, and more
authority both at home and in social arena.
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Beautifully cultural landscapes along the rivers

Although the above description is relatively negative, it is understandable for me
because all the cities in the world experience transformation period and better changes
will be constructed among different social groups. The perception to appreciate social
and cultural differences on an equal basis should be advocated all over the world.

In the end, the colorful cultures of Bangladesh and the warmth of local people made my
one-week experience unforgettable. Given the fact that it is impossible to understand
one country and its culture in such a short period, what | have discovered and enjoyed
has become a great treasure in my life. Someday in the future, | will go to Bangladesh
again and I'm looking forward to experiencing more appealing cultural practices in
different regions. And if you are interested in Chinese culture, welcome to China.

Author - Duan Wei
Master’s Student, English, Yunnan University
Chenggong, Yunnan, China
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Covid-19: Co-operate with Each Other

January 24, 2020. Chinese New Year's day, | heard the bad news regarding Corona virus,
then known to the rest of the world as "Wuhan Virus". It made me very sad. However,
many of my Chinese friends continued to send me Chinese New Year's wishes. | often
wondered how these Chinese friends had to absorb days of bad news and exhibit such
positive strength and energy. No one outside China could have imagined the level of
difficulty and pain these brave Chinese friends had to endure. As a foreigner from
Thailand, | was unable to empathize with their plight.

The world'’s attention and sympathy at that time were primarily focused on the Chinese
people and China. We would hear bad news every day. For example, there were daily
broadcasts of the number of infected cases each day, the number of deaths, and how
many doctors had died, etc. With the daily barrage of bad news, we rarely heard reports
of Chinese people going against the lockdown orders and decrees set forth by the legal
authority. Besides, there were no protests witnessed in the streets. All lockdown
instructions were politely carried out by all its citizens.

In the midst of such a continued string of bad news, we were pleasantly surprised to
observe many positive acts of kindness shown by various groups of peoples from around
the world. This truly represented the best mankind had to offer, just like the English
saying that goes:

"A friend in need is a friend indeed."

To show solidarity with the Chinese people in China, some overseas Chinese even
chartered an entire airplane to ship tons of masks to China. This was such a touching
display of kindness and solidarity!

Solidarity in Chinese called

XX (Tudnijie)

X (Tuan)means group

X(jie) means knot

XX means is bounded together into one group, we are friend, we are in the same boat
and help each other forever .
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After two month's, china was able to cope
up with this epidemic successfully. with this
epidemic. It now was able to manage and
contain the number of newly infected
Covid-19 cases. The world was not only
stunned at its quick and absolute
resolutionand containment to this problem.
But it was even more shocked to witness how
the Chinese people and their government
were able to mutually and harmoniously
cooperated to win this battle. The Chinese
model has been so successful that many
countries have now adopted the same or similar strategy to combat this problem.

China has been known to recently assist many troubled countries, including but not
limited to, Italy, Iran and, a few others. The Chinese motto could easily have been said as,
"Although we are not from the same country, we live in the SAME world.

Finally, regarding this dreadful disease, China is in solidarity with the rest of the world, and
hopefully, it's vice versa.

“A friend in need is a friend indeed.”

Thida Sutthangkhakun l
Henan University of Technology
April 16, 2020
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