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Atimniraye Nyelade Richard

| came to China as a Ph.D. candidate in Sociology in the
framework of the Chinese Government Scholarship and the
bilateral cooperation with the Cameroonian government.
After two day-trip from Yaounde (capital city of Cameroon),
| landed at Beijing international airport on September 6,
2017. A new page of my life started from there since that
was the first time for me to be in Asia. After spending one
night in a university hotel escorted by the Cameroonian
embassy in Beijing and CSC officials, | took the train to
Shanghai, precisely to Shanghai University, which will
become my new home. Since then, | experienced
overwhelming and challenging circumstances, which
contributed (and are still contributing) to my life. Though
what | have learned from Chinese society can be seen in
every aspect of my life, | will focus mostly on the linguistic,
academic, and professional aspects.

One of the salient talents people perceive from me is the
ability to easily learn and speak different languages. Indeed,
| am a lover of multiculturalism and polyglotism (the ability
to speak many languages). In addition to the three African
languages that | use, | can also speak English, French,
Spanish, and Norwegian. Hence, once | arrived in China, | was
excited to add an Asian language to my list. My excitement
was even greater as | had heard that Chinese is one of the
most difficult languages in the world! Unfortunately, my
scholarship didn’t include the one-year Chinese language,
which was given to previous students. Fortunately, my
program was taught in English. However, the first chock |
met was that during our first class entitled “Research
methods”, we were mixed with Chinese students who made
up the greater part of the class. Therefore, the Professor
decided to teach only in Chinese giving priority to the
majority. Anyway, it was democracy: the majority won. At
the end of the lecture, the Professor told us (5 international
students), that our presence in the class wasn’t necessary
given, as we couldn’t understand the language. From that
day, my desire to learn Chinese increased and | decided to
learn the language in my own way. Happily, there were
Chinese classes taking place on the Yanchang campus. |
decided to attend the classes 5 days a week. Despite the
distance, the cost, | was committed to going there every day.
Our classes in Yanchang were taught by skillful and dynamic
teachers, in a multicultural environment, full of fun, joy,
peace, and love. | learned more than the basic Chinese words
and sentences; | learned about living in a diverse community.

Author, Ph.D. Candidate in Sociology
Shanghai University, Shanghai, China.

Thanks to the lessons | took at the Yanchang campus, | can
now communicate with Chinese people in different places
from the supermarkets, to the restaurants passing by the
streets. However, my studies ended abruptly after two
months as we had to start with a new term with my main
specialty courses. This time, the classes were taught in
English and | had to go to school almost every day. Another
Chinese class was programmed for international students on
the Baoshan campus, but | didn’t focus on it since it was the
repetition of what | had previously done in Yanchang.
Besides the linguistic enrichment, | also strengthened my
academic and professional skills. In fact, before coming to
China, | was working as Research Officer at the Cameroonian
Ministry of Scientific Research and Innovation. | like talking
to an audience mostly when the audience is interested in
what | am saying. It is precisely what happened when | was
given the opportunity in different circumstances to lecture
about my home country or some chosen topics on social
sciences.

One new area of sociology | discovered at Shanghai
University is consumption sociology. My supervisor is an
expert in this field with many articles and book chapters
written in several leading journals around the world. As the
common saying states: “Like father like son”, | started to get
interested in this new field of sociology. Thanks to the
contribution of my supervisor and the help of senior
colleagues, this area seems quite promising and challenging
to me. It combines marketing and quantitative methods to
understand the motives and the consequences of
customers’ decisions to buy products. This is one of the most
obvious added values of my academic and professional
training at Shanghai University.

To sum up, my experience in China is very transformative
and challenging. In less than 7 months, | had already learned
a lot. I may continue writing on the social aspects with new
friends and new lifestyles | experienced, but this would be
too long to be contained in a few pages. My story in China is
still in the making though | am now in Canada due to the
Covid 19 pandemic. | am confident that by the time |
graduate, | will have learned tons of knowledge with
considerable amounts of social and academic inputs. | wish |
got the opportunity to travel to experience inner China far
from the large cities like Shanghai and Beijing.
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Title: The Balcony Title: Twilight
Size: 24" X 30” Size: 24" X 30”

Artist Name: Tasnova Zerin Haque
Medium: Acrylic on Canvas
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Dangkou ancient town, Wuxi, Jiangsu

Turtle head island, Wuxi, Jiangsu Dangkou ancient town, Wuxi, Jiangsu

Ishtiag Ahmed

Winner, Outstanding Potography Award,

BCYSA Community Award-2021

Master’s Student, Jiangnan University, Wuxi, Jiangsu, China
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